March 18, 1999

took the first plane out on Tuesday
morning. I find, when I get here at 4:30
that the House concluded business at
2:30 in the afternoon, and I missed the
votes, as did some other people from
the West Coast. I saw the gentlewoman
from Wyoming (Mrs. CUBIN) from not
even quite the west coast on the plane
on Tuesday also.

I would hope that the majority will
consider this schedule in the future. I
would further note, and no one should
take offense at this, because even
though my name is DEFAZIO, my moth-
er is an O’Shea, and I come from the
O’Sheas and Crowleys, I note that, on
Wednesday, the House of Representa-
tives delayed all votes until after 3
o’clock this afternoon because there
was a Saint Patrick’s Day parade in
New York.

Now for some reason, we can delay
all the proceedings of the House of Rep-
resentatives until after 3 o’clock in the
afternoon for a joyous occasion, a pa-
rade, but for regular business and ac-
commodating the schedules of West
Coast Members, who constitute a sig-
nificant minority of this body, they ap-
parently can do nothing.

Mr. Speaker, I would just ask the
gentleman if there is any consideration
going to be given on that side to put-
ting those votes, the two or three votes
that were done by 2:30 in the afternoon
later in the day on Tuesday?

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) yield?

Mr. PALLONE. I yield to the gen-
tleman from New York.

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I would say,
first of all, I am very sympathetic to
the gentleman’s plight. I am Ilucky
enough to live in New York and be able
to shuttle down here. There is dif-
ficulty. The majority and the minority
have been working with Members to
try to increase the predictability of the
schedule. There has been more sensi-
tivity.

This week in particular, there will be
no votes on Monday. We will not come
in until 12 o’clock, or we expect no
votes until 12 o’clock on Tuesday. We
will be out by 2 p.m. on Friday. Of
course, 2 weeks thereafter we will be in
recess. So we have a difficult week in
terms of trying to ensure that a budget
resolution and some other legislation
is done in a 4-day period.

I can only tell the gentleman that we
are trying to be sensitive to those col-
leagues who are on the West Coast.
There has been some significant modi-
fication of the schedule to reflect that
sensitivity over the last several weeks.
I think that we are going to continue
to try and work on it.

But, again, this week in particular,
we have a 4-day week. We are not in at
all on Monday, and we have the 2
weeks of recess thereafter. It is impor-
tant that we get our work done. We
will do the best that we can.
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Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman from New Jersey yield fur-
ther?

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Oregon.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I am
pretty sure of next week before a re-
cess. But, again, just pointing to this
week, votes were done by 2:30 on Tues-
day. Clearly, the House could have
gone in at 4 o’clock in the afternoon
and been done by 6:30 on Tuesday and
accommodated Members from the West
Coast.

Then on Wednesday, we reversed the
entire schedule and did not vote until
after 3:00 because of a parade for people
on the East Coast. I mean, some of us
might have liked to go to Saint Pat-
rick’s Day parades on the West Coast,
but the gentleman would have had to
give us 2 days to do it. In any case, I do
not see great sensitivity in last week’s
schedule. I hope, after we come back
from the recess, they can do a little
better by West Coast Members.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman from New
York (Mr. LAZIO). Hopefully we can
look into that after that recess.

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will yield, I will be happy to,
and we will continue to try and show
sensitivity for this issue.

The other point, of course, in all of
this is to make sure that the commit-
tees have Members here on both sides
of the aisle. There has been concern ex-
pressed by the committee chairmen, so
that Members are here, they attend to
their business, we get our work done, it
is on the legislative floor here. We will
try to work to ensure that there is bet-
ter predictability and good commu-
nication on both sides of the aisle.

———

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
MARCH 22, 1999

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today it adjourn to meet at 2
p.m. on Monday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the business in
order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

————
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, and pursuant to the provi-
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sions of 15 U.S.C. 1024(a), the Chair an-
nounces the Speaker’s appointment of
the following Members of the House to
the Joint Economic Committee:

Mr. SANFORD of South Carolina,

Mr. DOOLITTLE of California,

Mr. CAMPBELL of California,

Mr. P1TTS of Pennsylvania, and

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin.

There was no objection.

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF JOHN
F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, and pursuant to section 2(a)
of the National Cultural Center Act (20
U.S.C. 76h(a)), the Chair announces the
Speaker’s appointment of the following
Member of the House to the Board of
Trustees of the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts:

Mr. GEPHARDT of Missouri.

There was no objection.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM HON. RICH-
ARD A. GEPHARDT, DEMOCRATIC
LEADER

The Speaker pro tempore laid before
the House the following communica-
tion from RICHARD A. GEPHARDT,
Democratic Leader:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER,
Washington, DC, March 17, 1999.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to section
801(b)(6) and (8) of Public Law 100-696, I here-
by appoint the following individual to the
United States Capitol Preservation Commis-
sion: Mr. Pastor, AZ.

Yours Very Truly,
RICHARD A. GEPHARDT.

————
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REPORT OF CORPORATION FOR
PUBLIC BROADCASTING—MES-

SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida) laid before the House
the following message from the Presi-
dent of the United States; which was
read and, together with the accom-
panying papers, without objection, re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce.

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 19(3) of the
Public Telecommunications Act of 1992
(Public Law 102-356), I transmit here-
with a report of the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting. This report out-
lines, first, the Corporation’s efforts to
facilitate the continued development of
superior, diverse, and innovative pro-
gramming and, second, the Corpora-
tion’s efforts to solicit the views of the
public on current programming initia-
tives.

This report summarizes 1997 pro-
gramming decisions and outlines how
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